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We make a wine
     for everybody's
     palate and price;
        I pride myself on it. 
               Steve Ledson, Owner and Winemaker

“Impeccable Hospitality,
Exquisite Atmosphere,
Extraordinary Wines

In the heart of Sonoma Valley, fifth generation winemaker 
& viticulturist Steve Ledson consistently produces highly 

coveted, small-lot, handcrafted wines from his estate 
vineyards, growing some of the most sought-after grapes 
in the wine country. Unlike many other winery owners, 

Steve is a real vigneron, the French word for a person who 
farms the grapes and makes the wine.

Most recently, fourteen of Ledson's wines have scored 
between 95 and 99 points; three of them have achieved 

recognition as 'Wine of the Year' at prestigious 
international wine competitions.  Ledson is known for 
showcasing absolutely some of the best that Sonoma 

County has to offer.

Ledson Winery, an architectural showpiece designed and 
built by Steve himself and known throughout the world as 

the `Castle,' is nestled among acres of rolling vineyards 
with a backdrop of 100-year-old oak trees forming an oak 
grove for many occasions. Vine Pair called it, "One of the 

twelve most impressive wineries in the world" and the 
Boston Globe said, "	is castle is a must see." 

Whether you book a general tasting or opt for a 
magnificent private tasting featuring top scoring Ledson 

wines, you will have an experience like no other.

The Gourmet Marketplace offers local and unique 
cheeses, meats, fresh sandwiches, salads and treats to 

create the perfect picnic lunch that you can enjoy in the 
majestic Oak Grove.

Ledson wines are sold exclusively at the winery, online at 
ledson.com, and at the Zina Lounge in Sonoma.

707.537.3810   |   7335 Hwy 12, Kenwood, CA 95409
For more details please contact your concierge
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Check out our latest editions at
theconciergemagazine.com
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hotel publications, please contact us  

at info@greydoorpublishing.com

FOLLOW US

These days we seem to be braver than ever before, 
eager to travel and even relocate when we see 
opportunities that advance us in our pursuit of a 
desired life.

We often find ourselves in a new country, town or city 
in need of guidance and knowledge on our location.

However, it’s not just knowledge of our location 
and environment that we crave when in unfamiliar 
surroundings, we hugely benefit from an insight into 
the history and the uniqueness of where we are.

It is the people, services, attractions and businesses 
that all come together to create our experience of 
any location.

In an age where time seems more valuable than ever 
and where memories become increasingly precious, 
the sharing of information with our readers has become 
a privilege and a responsibility that we take seriously.

Always engaging, and where total commitment 
to relevance is at the top of our agenda, Greydoor 
Publishing delights in taking your hand and joining 
you on your chosen journey. Whether relocating or on 
vacation, we are driven by our desire to enhance time 
spent. It is in the enhancement of time spent that we 
hope you find us to be most valuable.

We hope our magazines provoke conversations, that 
they inspire journeys and instil reassurance. A welcome 
reassurance that the choices you are faced with every 
day have been pondered before and that they are 
good choices.

We applaud you for stepping out of your comfort zone. 
We wish you well on your travels and hope you succeed 
in the pursuit of YOUR desired life.

Safe travels,

Steven

Hello...

The publisher of this magazine does not endorse, recommend or guarantee the 
performance of any advertised product or service. Neither does the publisher verify 
the accuracy of any claim contained in any advertisement. The publisher merely 
provides a medium for advertisers to notify potential customers of the products and 
services offered. Hence, the publisher bears no responsibility for any cost, damage, 
expense or liability arising from any advertisement contained in this magazine.
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Welcome to Wine Country and  
Fairmont Sonoma, Mission Inn & Spa

Dear Valued Guest,
On behalf of the entire team here at Fairmont 
Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa it is our honor and 
privilege to welcome you to Sonoma Wine Country. 
No matter if it’s your first time to the Valley, or 
you are a loyal returning guest, we are delighted 
you selected the Inn. For generations, we have 
welcomed discerning travelers to Northern 
California’s premier destination resort.  

I invite you to join us in our Lobby Living Room 
daily: We serve complimentary morning coffee and 
tea as well as a late afternoon daily Wine Tasting 
from 4:30pm. As you peruse the latest issue of The 
Concierge Magazine, you’ll find the very best the 
resort and destination have to offer.  I encourage 
you to connect with our on-site, unmatched 
Concierge professionals to get the best out of your 

stay. No matter if it’s a day at the world-class  
Willow Stream Spa, an afternoon of wine touring 
and tasting or a breathtaking drive out to the coast, 
I assure you, you will not be disappointed.

Thank you once again for allowing us the 
opportunity to be your host. Please do not  
hesitate to reach out if there is anything that I, 
or any member of the Fairmont Sonoma Mission 
Inn team, can do to ensure your stay is relaxing, 
rejuvenating and memorable. Welcome to  
Sonoma Wine Country! 

Best wishes,

Edward Roe  
General Manager  
Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa
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Your Health & Safety  
Are Our Absolute Priority
We have introduced intensified hygiene & prevention measures to ensure your safety.  

The ALLSAFE label verified by Clifton represents our new elevated cleanliness protocols and 
standards and provides assurance that these standards have been met in our hotels.

We are doing everything possible to reassure you and anticipate your needs

#ALLSAFE

Contactless check-in, check-out and 
payments carried out whenever possible.

Sanitiser provided in key public areas. 
(front desk, elevators, restaurants, etc.)

Dedicated guest hotline to answer 
questions and to best prepare their stay.

Social distancing enforced in all 
common areas.

Reinforced cleaning program in public areas  
with frequent disinfection of all high touch areas.

Guest access to medical professionals and  
tele-medical support, with our AXA partnership.

Employees given comprehensive safety  
& hygiene training.

Reinforced food safety standards  
and new protocols.

For more information please visit our website fairmont.com/sonoma/
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The iconic AAA Four-Diamond Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn 
& Spa provides an impeccable setting to relish the enviable 
Sonoma lifestyle. Like the Native Americans who revered the 
site as a sacred healing ground, you’ll live in harmony with 
nature through vast open spaces, beautifully landscaped 
grounds, majestic redwood trees and inspiring sunsets.

Jack London best describes Sonoma Valley. “The air is  
wine. The grapes on a score of rolling hills are red with  
flame. Across Sonoma Mountain, wisps of sea fog are 
stealing. The afternoon sun smolders in the drowsy sky.”

Welcome to Fairmont  
Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa
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Whether you travel from afar to wine country or 
staycation from nearby, this is the place for you  
to relax and enjoy yourself, especially for couples.

Accommodations
Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa offers 
exceptional accommodations in the heart of Wine 
Country, with guest rooms to suit every taste.
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Guest Rooms

FAIRMONT ROOM
Charming European-style room with one 
King or Queen bed, captures the flavor 
of our Wine Country lodging through a 
Provence-inspired decor and beautifully 
done tile and marble baths. Some of 
these rooms are fully compliant with the 
Americans with Disabilities Act (ADA), 
featuring a roll-in shower, toilet grab bars, 
and accessible counter.

DELUXE FIREPLACE ROOM
As part of the multi-million redesign these 
spacious guest rooms offer all of the appeal 
of the deluxe rooms with a wood- burning 
fireplace. Features one King or two Queen 
beds and a generous double-sized walk-in 
shower or bathtub/shower combination.

DELUXE ROOM
The new multi-million redesign embraces 
and preserves the building’s California 
Mission style architecture, character and 
heritage, while creating a contemporary, 
modern escape that feels timeless. The 
newly imagined rooms cameo light oak 
floors, blackened steel accents and natural 
fabrics– presenting the finest luxury hotel 
offerings and services in Wine Country. 
Bathroom finishes feature white tile and 
grey stone, evoking sea fog or the misty 
steam rising from hot springs.

Suites

VINEYARD SUITE
These studio suites feature wood-burning 
fireplace and sitting area with sofabed. 
Also include bathroom with Jacuzzi tub 
for two and separate shower. Most have 
a balcony or patio. Some of these rooms 
are fully compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), featuring bathtub and 
toilet grab bars.

MISSION SUITE
Luxurious open floor plan suites ideal  
for couples. Offering four-poster king bed, 
wood-burning fireplace, Sofabed and 
oversized Jacuzzi tub. All suites have a 
balcony or patio. Some of these rooms are 
fully compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), featuring a roll-in 
shower, bathtub grab bars, toilet grab bars, 
accessible counter and/or audio/ 
visual cues.

SIGNATURE ONE 
BEDROOM SUITE
Separate master bedroom, private 
bathroom with separate shower and two-
person Jacuzzi bathtub, as well as large 
living room with fireplace. All suites feature 
balcony or patio. Some of these rooms are 
fully compliant with the Americans with 
Disabilities Act (ADA), featuring a roll-in 
shower, bathtub grab bars, and audio/ 
visual cues.

FAIRMONT SUITE
The Fairmont Suite provides an environment 
of comfort and privacy, with one King bed & 
a double Sofabed, and features a wet bar 
area and beautifully redone tile and marble 
bathroom. This suite has the ability to 
connect to a Fairmont King room to create a 
2 bedroom suite, based on availability.
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Fairmont Sonoma’s experienced chefs have designed  
menus which bring distinctive local dishes to life.

Dining
From seasonally inspired menus to dining  
experiences that will satisfy any craving see  
what our chefs are preparing just for you.
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38° North Wine Bar
38º North at the Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn is  
Wine Country's hottest Sonoma, CA lounge venue.

The inspiration for the unique Wine-Centric style lounge 
is the temperate latitude of the 38th parallel.  The 
world’s most iconic wine regions including Alicante in 
Spain, Italy’s Calabria, New Zealand’s Hunter’s and 
Hawke’s Bay and of course the famed Sonoma Valley 
sit on this celebrated latitude. 38º North proudly pours 
more than 50 wines by the glass, showcasing cult 
favorites including Screaming Eagle, Kosta Brown Pinot 
Noir and the popular sparkler, Cristal.

HOURS OF OPERATION
Nightly | 5:00pm - 10:00pm 
Dress Code | Wine Country Casual

Santé Kitchen 
A Californian menu designed to highlight the bounty of Sonoma County.

With a reverence to fresh, simple preparation and the  
use of local and sustainable ingredients whenever possible,  
the culinary team presents an inspired menu that includes 
flavors, techniques and recipes from several cultures. Seasonal 
ingredients from regional producers (which include wineries, 
breweries, ranches, fisheries and farmers) are always center 
stage. Join us at the table. Relax, share a thoughtfully prepared 
meal accompanied with a locally-sourced glass of wine  
or cocktail.

 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Breakfast Daily | 7:00am - 11:00pm 
Dinner | 5:00pm - 9.00pm 
(Winter and Holiday hours may vary) 
Dress Code | Wine Country Casual



Water Tower Bar
Pool side convenience.  

The Water Tower Bar, located off the resort’s main 
pool, is a full service bar that highlights dozens of 
regional craft beers and locally-sourced specialty 
cocktails. The Wine Country inspired menu includes 
freshly prepared sandwiches, salads and fruit 
smoothies in a relaxed, social atmosphere. 

Al fresco pool lounge dining and private cabana rentals 
provide everything you need for the perfect day in the 
California sun!

HOURS OF OPERATION
Daily | 11:00am - 5:00pm 
(weather permitting)  
Dress Code | Pool-side Attire

In-Room Dining
The ultimate experience in convenience and comfort.

In-Room Dining at Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn &  
Spa is not just another meal – it’s the ultimate experience  
in convenience and comfort. Early risers may choose  
breakfast from our inroom menu or phone to order from  
the full menu. Perfect for a romantic dinner for two, the  
Dinner Menu is complete with appetizers, gourmet  
entrees, desserts, and wines from the  
award winning wine list. 

HOURS OF OPERATION
In-Room Dining is available from  
7:00am - 9:00pm 
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CaliForno, Street Eats
Sonoma's new favorite al fresco dining option.

Serving seasonally-inspired Sonoma street eats  
casual. Taking food truck cuisine to a whole 
new level. We have live music on Friday and 
Saturday night to enhance this experience. 

 

HOURS OF OPERATION
Friday - Saturday | 5:00pm  
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Welcome to  
Relaxation 
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In the midst of Wine Country’s grandeur stands  
a true treasure: Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & 
Spa, rated among Travel + Leisure’s top 25 spas. 
Historically revered by Native Americans for its healing 
power, the elegant Spanish mission–style  
inn boasts an enviable location atop an ancient 
thermal mineral spring, flowing from 1,100 feet  
(335 meters) below the surface.



Relieve treatments provide an escape from everyday 
pressures. They are a great pick-me-up, can facilitate 
relaxation and may involve skin rehydration.

Restore treatments are focused on helping you recover 
from things like stress, travel, overindulgence or your 
hectic lifestyle. They are rebalancing in nature, and 
some even provide you with more radiant skin.

Results treatments are more intense and involve processes 
like detoxification, cleansing or anti-aging. They are therapeutic, 
and many of them include the use of leading-edge technology.

Another way to select a treatment is to 
simply let your instincts guide you. 

Spa Access is $99.

Willow Stream Spa
We have created a simple system to help us guide you in selecting an experience that 
will provide you with the greatest possible benefit. We want you to say, “That’s just 
what I needed!” after every treatment.

• Use of the signature Bathing Ritual, featuring  
exfoliating shower, two mineral water soaking pools, 
herbal steam, dry sauna, and cool down showers

• Participation in all scheduled fitness classes

• Use of the state-of-the-art fitness center and  
deluxe locker room facilities

• Use of the bathhouse lounge and the outdoor spa loggia

• Use of the outdoor thermal mineral pools and whirlpool

• The Bathing Ritual is a self-guided co-ed experience 
and bathing suits are required. The Bathing Ritual is 
beneficial on its own or in combination with any of 
our fabulous spa treatments and is included with spa 
access. Approximate time is 45 minutes.

Bathhouse Facility Includes:
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Fitness

Daily classes are offered in our fitness studio. Hotel guests are 
welcome to attend any of our classes, locals are welcome to join 
classes (for a fee of $25 per class).

Please view our Fitness Class Schedule for more details.

Willow Stream Spa hosts wellness events year round, with a 
variety of different workshop and classes. 

Workshops are $55 per person. Spa Access is $99 in  
addition to a workshop class.

Are you interested in scheduling a personalized session with a 
certified fitness instructor to help you maximize your workout, 
define new goals, or stay on track with your current program? 

Our fitness instructors can help you reach your fullest potential 
in a private one-to-one class. We also offer private instruction 
for up to 4 people. Additionally, we offer groups classes and 
instructions as well. 

Please view our full list of Group and Private Workout Offerings.

We believe that health and wellness is a state of being, and we invite you to join our 
fitness instructors on the journey to wellness of mind and body.
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Events
Location, as they say, is everything. 

Our world-class meeting facilities provide an array of Wine Country inspired venues, including executive  
boardrooms and flexible function rooms with natural daylight and state-of-the-art technology for meetings.

Fairmont’s unique program offerings, turn-key events and professional planners help engage your guests with social and 
eco-conscious opportunities for added impact. All of our Sonoma meeting facilities and suites reflect the Wine Country's 
relaxed, casual elegance with muted colors, high ceilings and floor-to-ceiling windows. Complete business center and 
audio-visual services available.
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FAIRMON T HER I TAGE PL ACE ,  GHIR ARDELLI  SQUARE

Weddings
Celebrate new beginnings in Wine Country.

We invite you to create, celebrate and experience Wine 
Country Style in our Sonoma wedding venues. Allow our 
knowledgeable staff to oversee every detail; our goal is to 
orchestrate a seamless bespoke event.

Our professional wedding planners, service staff and 
culinary team are experienced in providing intuitive, 
personable service in a style that is welcoming and 
classically Wine Country.
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SONOMA GOLF CLUB
The course was designed under the auspices of Sonoma 
Mission Inn in 1928 by Sam Whiting, architect of San 
Francisco's prestigious Olympic Club Lake Course. Playing 
just over 7,100 yards from the championship tees, this 
classic layout offers strategic choices and challenges that 
excite golfers swinging graphite and titanium just as it did 
when they were carrying hickory and persimmon. In fact, 
the Sonoma Golf Club was the former home of the PGA 
Champions Tour Charles Schwab Cup Championship.

At its heart, is a treasured 'core golf' experience set on 
177 acres of rolling terrain highlighted by massive oaks, 
lakes and sweeping vistas, and neighboring vineyards. 
You'll appreciate how the balance of long and short holes 
creates a perfect rhythm as you move through the round. 
Considered a fair but formidable test, unique challenges 
help keep you focused. Golf at Sonoma Golf Club is 
reserved exclusively for Sonoma Golf Club Members and 
guests of the Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa.

 

LOBBY WINE TASTING
All guests of Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa are 
invited access to a daily, complimentary wine tasting in 
the hotel's lobby from 4:30 - 5:30pm. With hundreds of 
vineyards in the surrounding area, there is sure to be 
something new to try (for even the experienced wine 
drinkers). We look forward to raising a glass with you!

BIKE TOURS
Scenic Sonoma Valley bike rides are available for 
both the novice and experienced rider. Tour Wine 
Country back roads and byways. Bikes, water, and 
helmets will be provided. Prices and availability 
vary. Tour the scenic Sonoma Wine Country!

 

Activities
Make the most out of your stay at our beautiful Californian resort by  
partaking in the many activities and services included at no extra cost! 
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A vintage golf club located in the heart of 
the Sonoma Wine Country, Sonoma Golf 
Club, is a fine private club for only members 
and their guests and guests staying at  
The Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn.
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TOP 10 PICKS
O F  T H I N G S  T O  D O  I N  S O N O M A

1. DISCOVER THE  
VILLAGE OF GLEN ELLEN
Beautiful hiking trails, gourmet 
restaurants, a historic saloon and  
state park named after American  
Author Jack London make Glen Ellen  
a must visit destination when staying  
in Sonoma Valley. 

 
2. EXPLORE THE  
SONOMA PLAZA
Summer Farmer’s Market, an artist’s 
interpretation of General Vallejo on a  
park bench, Sonoma Valley Visitors 
Bureau, shops, tasting rooms, historic 
barracks and Mission San Francisco 
Solano make our “Square” a great  
place to start or finish your day.

3. TREAT YOURSELF  
TO A DAY AT OUR  
WILLOW STREAM SPA
Natural mineral hot springs piped in 
from 1,100 feet below fill the pools of 
the Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn & Spa. 
Whether you are beginning or ending 
you day, our waters offer our guests 
relaxation and rejuvenation 365  
days a year.

4. GO WINE TASTING!
Sonoma County has over 425 wineries 
and 18 American Viticultural Areas (AVAs) 
to choose from. Try a food and wine 
pairing, blending seminar, tractor tram 
ride or a cave tour to change things up.

5. TAKE A SCENIC DRIVE
Point Reyes National Seashore, 
Petaluma, Bodega Bay, Armstrong 
Redwoods, Russian River, the Bohemian 
Highway, and Healdsburg are located 
within a relatively short drive of Sonoma. 
Depending on the time of year, you can 
kayak down the Russian River, spot 
whales in Bodega Bay, hike through our 
majestic redwoods, or make your way 
down to the Point Reyes Lighthouse.

6. EAT YOUR HEART OUT
Sonoma County is home to such  
culinary gems as Cafe La Haye, The Girl 
and the Fig, El Molino Central, EDGE, 
Farmhouse Inn, Single Thread Farm, 
Vaallette and more.  
 

To truly make the most of your visit, 
take a gourmet food & wine walking 
tour or ask our concierge team for 
recommendations based on your favorite 
cuisine or desired culinary experience. 

 
7. VISIT SNOOPY  
AND THE GANG AT 
THE CHARLES SCHULZ 
MUSEUM IN SANTA ROSA
Fun for all ages, you can delight in 
learning more about the creator of 
Charlie Brown and his friends, search 
for the perfect gift in their well-stocked 
shop, take a spin within their full size ice 
skating rink or catch some of the best 
Peanuts films in their onsite theater.

8. FLY INTO CHARLES 
SCHULTZ AIRPORT
To avoid the lines and driving long  
distances, choose to fly into Sonoma County. 
Flights arrive daily from Minnesota, Texas, 
Washington, Oregon, Nevada, Southern 
California and Arizona. A case of wine flies 
free when you fly direct with Alaska Airlines.

9. ENJOY A  
HORSEBACK RIDE 
Through vineyards at Bartholomew  
Estate Winery, through Sonoma Valley 
Trail Rides. Always an unforgettable 
experience, you will ride through  
protected lands, taste incredible wines  
and also have the option to request a  
farm to table lunch to enjoy afterwards.

10. SPEND SOME TIME 
WITH A LOVED ONE ABOVE 
THE VINEYARDS IN A HOT 
AIR BALLOON
One of the most sought after experiences 
here in wine country, you will never forget 
the views, the exhilaration of being high 
above some of the most famous wineries 
in Napa and Sonoma Counties, and 
the delight of watching the sunrise over 
nearby mountain ranges. To ensure you 
have the best start, our concierge team 
can go over options that include a brunch 
following your experience.
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The Garden traces its origins to a fast-moving fire 
that swept through the foothills of the Mayacamas 
Mountains of eastern Sonoma County in 1964, 
burning nearly everything to the ground. The 
following year, knobcone pine seedlings sprouted 
in the ash-covered, rocky soil and shoots sprang 
from the remains of the charred manzanitas and 
madrones. Gradually, much of the rangeland 
became a dense, almost impenetrable thicket of 
these pioneer species. 

In 1968, Garden founder Jane Davenport Jansen 
purchased more than forty acres northeast of Glen 
Ellen in the burnt-over Mayacamas foothills, and 

two years later planted vineyards on the open valley 
floor. In 1987, she purchased additional acreage, 
ultimately expanding the total property to today's 67 
acres, and began to create a botanical garden on 
twenty-five acres of the rocky, steep hillsides above 
the vineyards. The remains of several abandoned 
quarries, which had been mined for road base, 
dotted the garden site, as evidenced by piles of rock 
rubble and numerous depressions. Some of these 
perforations filled with water during winter rains, 
and a seasonal stream, winding its way through 
the rough terrain, eventually evolved into a group of 
ponds and waterfalls.  

In the fall of 1987, representatives from Sonoma 
Botanical Garden went on their first seed collecting 
expedition to Asia.  A plant nursery was established 
at the Garden the following year, and by the spring 
of 1990 young plants were ready to be planted out.  
Planting of new seedlings has continued almost 
continuously, in part due to more than twenty 
expeditions to Eastern Asia and numerous gifts from 
colleagues and institutions near and far.  Oaks, 
maples, flowering magnolias, dogwoods, lilies and 
roses are particularly well-represented in the Garden, 
and include many rare and endangered species 
from China and Japan. Today, Sonoma Botanical 
Garden offers gardeners and nature enthusiasts the 
opportunity to see a broad range of flowering Asian 
trees and shrubs, many of which represent ancestors 
of popular horticultural plants grown around the world. 

Jane Jansen worked tirelessly to develop the 
Garden until her death in 2000, personally funding 
the entire operation and generously underwriting 
numerous Asian plant-collecting expeditions. 
Sonoma Botanical Garden has grown into a globally 
recognized botanical institution, providing other 
botanical gardens, researchers, conservationists, 
students, and the visiting public with living examples 
of the extraordinarily beautiful and, in some cases, 

endangered temperate flora of East Asia. Today, the 
twenty five-acre cultivated garden continues to flourish 
with the help of a small staff and a team of dedicated 
volunteers and members. 

A trip to Sonoma Botanical Garden is an enchanting 
experience for visitors to the Sonoma Valley, as 
it allows total immersion in a shady woodland of 
flowering Asian plants displayed in a naturalistic 
setting.  Spring is a popular time to visit, especially 
when the Garden’s collection of rare flowering 
magnolia trees are in bloom, but the Garden contains 
interest and variety in any season, and is particularly 
worth visiting in the autumn due to a spectacular 
display of colorful fall foliage.  Many visitors spend an 
hour-and-a-half to two hours exploring the trails of the 
Garden.  Intrepid hikers are rewarded with spectacular 
views out over the Sonoma Valley as they ascend 
higher on the slopes.  A charming gift shop is located 
in the Visitor Center and offers a tasteful assortment 
of decorative items and other accents for the home.  
Sonoma Botanical Garden is a 501 (c) 3 non-profit 
organization and welcomes the support of its visitors 
and members.  

For more information on membership, visit the 
Garden’s website, sonomabg.org.

Sonoma Botanical Garden, located just five miles north of the Fairmont Sonoma 
Mission Inn & Spa, features one of the largest cultivated collections of wild-sourced 
Asian plants outside of Asia. It is also a serene, scenic place for peaceful recreation, 
open for all to enjoy.  
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Experiencing Napa 
and Sonoma by Air

Bird’s Eye View

In the first half of the 19th century, most popular American 
wines were made in Missouri, Ohio, New York and Virginia. 
But when John Patchett, an Englishman who had been 
lured by the Gold Rush to seek his fortune in California, 
established the first commercial vineyard in Napa Valley 
in 1858, word spread quickly about the perfect climate 
and beautiful countryside. Within 30 years, more than 
140 wineries were operating in Napa Valley, and California 
was steadily gaining a reputation as one of the best wine-
producing states in the country.

Today, Napa and Sonoma are world-famous for the wines 
produced there. People come from around the globe to 
taste the local product, visit the charming towns, drive the 
scenic byways and admire the bucolic landscape.

With all that being said, you now have a decision to make. 
You can see Napa and Sonoma the way everyone else 
sees it, or you can ratchet up your experience so that it can 
only be described with such words as spectacular, amazing 
and exhilarating. How?

By changing your perspective. By seeing it all from the air.

When you change 
the way you look at 
things, the things 
you look at change.

W I N E R Y  &  V I N E Y A R D

MOUNTAIN TERRACES MEMBERSHIP
Wine club members of Ledson & Zina Hyde 
Cunningham Wineries, long-term friends of the 
Ledson family and guests referred by Fairmont 
Sonoma Mission Inn are eligible to apply for a 
Mountain Terraces membership. Members receive an 
allocated annual shipment of Mountain Terraces wines.

VINEYARD TOURS
All-Terrain Vehicle vineyard tours are conducted by
appointment only. While winding their way through
the mountain vineyards and enjoying a phenomenal
picnic lunch served from the Ledson Gourmet
Marketplace, guests will learn about the importance of
each block, climate, soil type, row direction, root
stocks, clones and of course, our 150-year history of
time-tested farming practices while taking in the
phenomenal views of the entire Sonoma Valley and
San Francisco Bay Area. Contact Ledson Guest
Services at 707.537.3823 or tastings@ledson.com or
your concierge.

Mountain Terraces Vineyard is a world-class 
private mountain estate vineyard. As 
dramatic as the wines it produces, the 
vineyard  soars to 2,500 feet on the western 
slopes of the Mayacamas Mountain Range 
in the tiny Moon Mountain AVA.  With 
breathtaking views of the entire Bay Area 
and the Sonoma Valley at the base of the 
mountain, it occupies 200 acres of the most 
dynamic mountain terrain. The vineyard is 
planted predominantly to Cabernet 
Sauvignon with small amounts of Cabernet 
Franc, Merlot, Petit Verdot, Malbec, 
Grenache and Viognier.

The epitome of nature and nurture, Mountain 
Terraces Vineyard is defined by its striking 
combination of location, soils, climate and farming. 
The site's extreme elevation and southwesterly facing 
slopes, smaller day to night temperature swings, with 
meticulous vine-by-vine sustainable farming practices, 
allows fruit to reach true optimal ripeness at a lower 
sugar content with naturally low crop yields, bringing 
on concentrated strong varietal flavors and distinct site 
signatures.  Mountain Terraces Winery produces just 
five wines ranging from $100 to $225 per bottle.

"Steve Ledson's unrelenting
quest for perfection is very 
prominent at Mountain 
Terraces Vineyard and is 
proven in every bottle of wine."

Daniel Roberts,  Soil Scientist and Viticulture Expert

- mountainterraces.com -
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UP, UP AND AWAY
Imagine soaring high above the countryside in a hot air 
balloon, drifting along with no sounds of engines, no 
seatbelt signs — not even any windows between you and 
the cool, fresh air. This is an experience that most of the 
millions of people who visit the area overlook, but it is sure 
to be a highlight of your visit and something you’ll  
never forget.

After a brief orientation at the takeoff site, you board the 
balloon. As you rise higher from the ground, a spectacular 
panorama begins to unfold. To the north, you see the 
regal Mount St. Helena, to the west (from Napa) are the 
Mayacamas Mountains, and to the east is the impressive 
Vaca Range. And when you look down, you see the towns 
that are scattered throughout the valley as well as what 
makes the area famous — miles and miles of picturesque, 
rolling vineyards.

 

If the weather is clear and the winds permit it, the pilot may 
take you high enough to see the San Francisco skyline off 
in the distance. Be sure to bring a camera (one with a strap 
may be required), as you’ll want to capture the amazing 
view in every direction.

Best of all, you don’t have to worry about jostling for a spot 
in the basket, because each trip is limited to 10-12 people. 
Flights last about an hour, and most take place early in the 
day when it’s still cool and the landscape is fresh and new 
under the morning sun. Your pilot will point out notable 
features of the region and give you some fascinating 
insights into hot air ballooning. Some tours include a brunch 
with sparkling wine.

Several companies in the Napa/Sonoma area offer hot 
air balloon rides. Different departure locations and times 
are available, so you can schedule your trip when it’s most 
convenient for you. Some even offer hotel pickup and 
return. The price per person varies, starting at about $200. 
Book a private flight for two for a romantic, unforgettable 
experience that you’ll talk about for years to come.

SEE THE SIGHTS FROM  
A VINTAGE AIRPLANE
If you want your trip into the troposphere to bring on a rush of 
adrenaline, climb aboard a 1942 Stearman biplane and fly off 
into the blue. You can whiz over the landscape in an open cockpit 
wearing a leather helmet and goggles — guaranteed to garner a lot 
of likes on Instagram! Standard flights are about 20 minutes, but 
you can extend it to 40 if you like. And if you consider yourself a 
thrill-seeker, for an extra fee you can add aerial maneuvers such as 
a loop, barrel roll, hammerhead and Cuban eight.

In addition to the biplane, you can also go up in a WWII SNJ-4 
Texan trainer plane, a closed cockpit aircraft resembling the 
fighter planes of the era. Get an up-close-and-personal look at 
how WWII fighter pilots trained. Fly low over the landscape to get 
the full feeling of speed in this super cool plane. And yes, you can 
add aerial acrobatics to this one as well! Choose a 20-, 40-, or 
60-minute flight.

Finally, for an experience in an honest-to-goodness WWII fighter 
plane, you can take a flight on a P-40 Kitty Hawk, or on the 
most famous fighter of the war, a P-51 Mustang. Very few of 
these planes still remain in service, so don’t miss this unique 
opportunity! Airplane flights start at about $175 per person.

Grape Land
Vineyard Management

Providing Expert & Honest 
Vineyard Management Service

No matter the challenge, whether it’s 
starting a new vineyard or turning around 
a pre-existing field into a productive hub, 
Grape Land Vineyard Management is the 

one-stop-shop for all your needs.

418 Siesta Way, Sonoma, CA 95476
(707) 343-7005

For more details please contact your concierge

grapelvm.com

25 Years of Vineyard
Management Expertise

"The One Stop
For All Your Vineyard's Needs"

 As you rise higher from the ground, a 
spectacular panorama begins to unfold.
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We invite you to come visit us in 
Glen Ellen! We offer intimate, 
seated tasting experiences daily.

(707)933-9877
laurelglen.com

For more details contact your concierge

Combining
high altitude,

eastern exposure,
rocky soils… 

Yielding
memorable 

ORGANICALLY 
FARMED 

CABERNET 
SAUVIGNON*

FUN IN A WHIRLYBIRD
Another great way to see the Napa and Sonoma Valleys by air is in a helicopter. You’ll 
depart from San Francisco, so even before you get to wine country, you’ll be treated to 
spectacular views of the City by the Bay, Alcatraz and the magnificent Golden Gate Bridge. 
You’ll soar over the rolling vineyards and then touch down at one of the area’s most 
prestigious wineries. A guided tour, tapas and private wine tasting with an expert are 
all included in the trip. When you’re finished, you’ll have another enthralling ride as the 
helicopter whisks you back to San Francisco.

Helicopter tours are limited to six people, so it’s a personal and intimate experience, one 
you can’t get if you’re rubbing shoulders with the crowds who are touring the area on terra 
firma. The entire trip lasts 3½-4 hours. Prices start at about $485 per person.

FLY LIKE AN EAGLE
Thrill-seekers, take note of our final way to see Sonoma from the air — on a trike. 
“What’s a trike?” you ask. Think of a hang glider that has a couple of seats and a motor 
attached to it. Flight control is by weight shift (it’s called a trike because it sits on three 
wheels when on the ground). Sound like fun? It’s a blast!

You’ll find yourself strapped into an open-air, ultralight aircraft, with no one else but 
you and the pilot. After a short taxi and takeoff, you’ll climb to a good soaring altitude. 
The feeling of freedom and exhilaration is indescribable! It’s a breathtaking, eagle’s-
eye view of the world and an experience you’ll remember for the rest of your life. The 
trip lasts a total of 80-90 minutes and covers about 100 miles. It’s a bargain at about 
$250.

There you have it. Four different ways to experience the beautiful wine country of Napa 
and Sonoma from the air. So break free from the tourist rut. Don’t do what everyone 
else does. Tap into your sense of adventure, and head for the skies!

A Perfect Blend
experience

Walk the vineyard to learn about pruning, rootstocks, trellising and more.
Return to the Tasting Room and sniff, swirl, and sip your blending components. 

Experiment putting together different blending components. Once you have 
your final combination, create a 750ml bottle of your Perfect Blend. You’ll label 

and cork your own bottle. This is an experience that you will never forget!
 

This experience last approximately two hours.  
Offered daily at 10:00 a.m. | Advanced Reservations Required

For more details please contact your concierge

23574 Arnold Drive, Sonoma, CA  95476   |   (707) 934-4090   |   www.meadowcroftwines.com

Meadowcroft
Wines

SONOMA CREATIVITY | EUROPEAN HERITAGE
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Wine Country Walks:  
Hiking in Sonoma and Napa

One of the easiest things to notice upon arrival in the California wine country is just how spectacularly 
beautiful it is. The countryside can seem like a living, breathing painting at times, almost surreal in its 
celebration of colors and contours. Rolling hills leading to breathtaking views of valleys almost sound 
a clarion call to hiking enthusiasts. And to be sure, there is no shortage of incredible opportunities to 
strap on your boots and hoof it up and down amazing winding paths here. Quiet surroundings loaded 
with wildlife, water features and beautiful native vegetation beckon, and those who are prone to 
grabbing their walking sticks and getting lost in the woods for a while are quite welcome.

Whether you’re looking to gain lots of 
altitudes or prefer rambling along flat 
terrain, there are plenty of trails in the 
Sonoma and Napa region to choose 
from. Regardless of your preferences, 
rewarding strolls and challenging 
climbs are here for your enjoyment. 
Riverside rambles and pastoral 
pathways are among the selections. 
Easygoing routes are just as available 
as expert trails, both with their fair 
share of sights to behold. Ready to 
get those legs pumping? Here are 
just a few of the incredible hiking 
destinations to try out while you’re in 
the area:

EASY VIEWS
Right in the city of Sonoma is 
one of the more easygoing hiking 
opportunities which nevertheless 
has plenty of rewards awaiting the 
senses. The Sonoma Overlook Trail 
is easy to find, just north of the main 
plaza in town. Here you will find rolling 

grasslands with a gradual incline 
flanked by majestic oak trees on all 
sides. Meadows stretch before you, 
and if you’re here during the right 
season, an explosion of wildflowers will 
greet you as well. 

In no time at all, you will be up high 
enough to enjoy sprawling views of the 
valley below in all its glorious colors. 
Feel like going a little further? The land 
is adjacent to the Montini Open Space 
Preserve, with loads more trails to 
choose from and explore.

CALL OF THE 
WILDFLOWERS
Remember those wildflowers we just 
talked about? Well, if you travel north 
a little bit from the city of Sonoma, 
you may see some of the best beds 
of colorful, petaled fields your eyes 
have ever taken a gander upon. The 
Bouverie Preserve is run by a non-
profit that restricts access to the area 

to let wildflowers grow undisturbed. 
Tours are available, however. And once 
you’ve seen that, you’ll find yourself 
right next to the Sonoma Valley 
Regional Park. Follow its astounding 
Valley of the Moon trail all the way to 
the other side of the park, enjoying 
the streamside amble and wonderful 
valley views. At the far end, you’ll 
find the Jack London Village, a local 
homage to the legendary Call of the 
Wild author, loaded with eateries and 
shopping — a perfect landing spot 
after a nice few hours of hiking.

Enjoy guided scenic walks to  
various locations throughout the 
picturesque Sonoma Valley, taking  
in Sonoma’s vineyards, oak 
woodlands, and redwoods. 

For more information on  
booking a guided scenic walk at 
Fairmont Sonoma Mission Inn  
contact your concierge. 

Easygoing routes are just as available as expert 
trails, both with their fair share of sights to 
behold. Ready to get those legs pumping?

Sonoma Valley Regional ParkThe Sonoma Overlook Trail
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OF RIDGES AND SKYLINES
Just south of the city of Napa is a curious trail known as 
the River-to-Ridge Trailhead. It’s a relatively easy path, 
except for the fact that it’s fairly narrow. Since hikers will 
find themselves sharing the path with horses and bikes, 
there should be preparations to step a little off the trail 
to make way for the larger traffic coming through. That 
aside, it’s a serene — and with less than 400 feet of 
elevation gain — not an overly challenging hike to take. 
Walk its three and a half miles, and you will find yourself 
in the large preserve known as Skyline Wilderness. Here 
one will find perfect Instagram opportunities as the 
scenery just opens up along seven different trails loaded 
with more local wildflowers. The park also offers overnight 
camping, fishing and great wildlife viewing.

A RUSH OF WATER
For those hikers looking for something a bit more 
inspiring, there are some aquatic features to consider. 
Over at Green Valley Falls, a simple half a mile of hiking 
will be rewarded with a lovely waterfall. These are easy to 
reach just east of the city of Napa. A bit to the north, you 
can try out the Napa River Trail Head. This asphalt course 
sticks close to many amenities, including playgrounds 
for kids and wine tasting for adults, all while hugging the 
eponymous waterway. If you go just a little further up the 
map, you’ll land in Trancas Crossing Park, which, while 
short, will extend your views of the river.

EXPLORE 25 ACRES 
OF FLOWERING ASIAN 
WOODLANDS, SET IN THE
SCENIC SONOMA VALLEY

d

SONOMA 
BOTANICAL GARDEN

12841 Sonoma Highway, 
Glen Ellen

sonomabg.org
707-996-3166
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CLASSIC IRISH
GASTRO PUB

COME FOR A BITE,
STAY FOR A PINT

OPEN EVERYDAY
check website for hours

464 First Street East
707-935-0660

www.sonomapub.com
For more details contact your concierge

LIVE MUSIC
EVERY

WEEKEND

TRIVIA WEDNESDAYLOTS OFLIVE SPORTS

What Goes Good  
with Wine: Eating Your  
Way Through Sonoma

As so, many of those seekers end up in Sonoma. The legendary 
vineyards are a draw for serious oenophiles and casual wine tasters 
alike. But as with those other global viniculture destinations, Sonoma 
has another side of your tastebuds to appeal to, one which can only 
be satisfied with great food.

Foodies should find it no surprise that here in Sonoma wine country, 
culinary delights are just as much of a focus as the fantastic vintages 
on offer. Pairing the perfect victuals here is more than just an 
occupation — it becomes an obsession. Several estates make sure 
to have the very best charcuterie to bite into as you sip their good 
stuff. Picnics here range from pedestrian to absolutely sublime, 
with gourmet purveyors concocting perfectly portable meals to stuff 
into your baskets. And of course, sit-down meals feature all manner 
of kitchens, amply supplied by the local produce that California is 
world-famous for. Ready to take a bite out of Sonoma? Here are a few 
suggestions to get you started:

True epicureans are always drawn to the great wine countries of the world. Whether 
one is touring Boudreaux in France, Mendoza in Argentina or Marlborough in New 
Zealand, those seeking to treat their palates to a bit of the fermented ambrosia of 
lovingly tended grapes will travel to the ends of the Earth in their quest. 
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GOING TO THE SOURCE
Part of the charm of being in Sonoma is the ubiquitous country 
atmosphere. No matter where you are, it all feels rural, as if 
you weren’t somehow within driving distance of a city like San 
Francisco. The reality is that you are in cow country. You are 
literally surrounded by farms growing everything from fruits, 
nuts and vegetables to all manner of livestock. So while you’re 
here, it behooves you to take some time to seek out one of the 
local farms or farmer’s markets to taste the very freshest food 
available. Expect to encounter ripe berries, crisp greens and 
ample tubers of all kinds. Honey harvesters will have aromatic 
clover products to sweeten you. Bakers will offer pies filled with 
cherries and apples so plump you’ll think they were still on the 
tree. Local cheesemakers will provide you with the latest from 
their creameries. And generous butcher selections will offer 
prime cuts to bring to the nearest grill.

PACKING THE BASKET
The aforementioned picnic culture is very, very serious  
business in Sonoma. Many of the local wineries reserve  
outdoor space for folks bringing their own food to lay on the 
grass with, or in many cases, to sit at very pleasant outdoor 
table settings on their picturesque estates — a perk of buying 
into a tour or purchasing a case or two of their best bottles. 
Prepare to seek out the dozens of pantries engineered to fill up 
your picnic basket. We’re talking about everything from gourmet 
sandwiches to artisan candied fruits, cheeses and beers. 
General stores, community markets and even French cafes are 
all ready to go way beyond the usual potato salad you might be 
thinking about (but they’ll have that too if you want it). They get 
downright competitive about it, so seek out each proprietor’s 
specialties. Wineries will also usually have their own food on 
sale if needed. Don’t leave Sonoma without that quintessential 
picnic experience — you’ll never forget it!
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Relaxed, casual and fun, the Red Grape 
o�ers a comfortable dining room indoors 

overlooking the brick oven or enjoy a 
beautiful day in the sun on the large 

patio. Guests can enjoy pizzas topped 
with the freshest ingredients sourced 

from the finest purveyors, or savor fresh, 
locally made pasta and a veritable, 

gardenful of gourmet salads created by 
our culinary team. 

“Great food, great wine 
and great people are what 
the good life is about.”

707-996-4103
529 First Street West, Sonoma, CA 95476

For more details please contact your concierge

theredgrape.com

DINING IN
Aside from all the pastoral glories of farmer’s markets and 
bucolic picnics, no one will blame you if you want to treat 
yourself to a good, old-fashioned restaurant meal. And far 
from being pedestrian, there are fantastic kitchens here 
offering excellent services and meals to be remembered. 
Farm to table is a perfect choice in this part of the world, as 
the local produce makes for the finest ingredients for those 
robust recipes. But don’t forget the Latino heritage in the 
area. All those missions aren’t just for show — generations 
of fine Mexican kitchens whip up some of the tastiest 
tamales you’ll encounter anywhere. Additional international 
traditions from Asian fusion to Italian fornos are available 
as well. While here, also be sure to seek out some 
authentic California Cuisine, it’ll be something you’ll crave 
forevermore! Smaller plates can be found in tapas houses 
and cafes offering snacks. And if you need more than wine 
to drink, seek out the many craft beer gastropubs available 
just about everywhere. Truly, there is no end to the options 
of great eateries in Sonoma.

Farm to table is a perfect choice in this part of 
the world, as the local produce makes for the 
finest ingredients for those robust recipes.
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Vine and Dandy
Sonoma’s Amazing  
Winery Experiences
Sonoma is one of those places that exist on many people’s bucket lists. The beautiful and 
relaxing countryside is the stuff of vacation fantasies come true. Fresh and delicious food makes 
for a lure to both serious epicureans and casual diners alike. And then, of course, there are the 
wines. Glass after glass of lovingly tended fermented goodness in every color from golden hues 
to rosy splashes to deep purple fathoms extracted from amazing grapes. Down to the last drop, 
tasting the very best of the area’s vineyards is nothing less than sensual nirvana from initial 
nosing to tangy finish (not to mention a nice warm buzz directly thereafter). What can be better 
than sampling the very best of these wonderful local products?

We’re glad you asked! For you see, it’s not just about tasting the wines in Sonoma. 
It’s also about experiencing the wineries themselves. Each estate has its own spin on 
how they conduct tastings, tours and any other activity they pair with your Cabernets 
and Chardonnays. Things get creative as each setting lends itself to a different kind of 
experience — their own signature set of events or circumstances that will go beyond simply 
enjoying the flavors sampled. These folks want you to remember the place itself, and they go 
to great lengths to make it unforgettable. Not every winery has the best plan for everybody. 
But there is something to suit all tastes. The trick is to identify which experience is the right 
one for you. And we’re here to help you sass all that out.

GOSH BARN IT
Unsurprisingly, vineyards are really just a type of farm. Indeed, many estates may have 
more than only grapes on their grounds. Don’t be shocked to find some livestock corralled 
on a piece of the property or perhaps some space saved for other produce to serve up in 
pairings. And these places being farms, many will feature old school barns converted into 
awesome, inspiring rustic spaces in which to sample the wines. Having that extra bit of a 
country feel is a very special experience indeed. The old wood smell, the bales of hay, the 
lights strung up high into the lofts. With just the right bit of flair, such structures can make 
an indelible mark in your tasting experience, which will rank as one of the more pleasant 
pastoral moments of your life.

Join us at our Main Tasting 
Room in Glen Ellen, or at our 
Reserve Room in Kenwood to 
experience our Wines; when 
you are here, you are family!

• THE RESERVE ROOM •
9200 Sonoma Hwy, Kenwood,

CA 95452
707-833-5504

Open 1030-630, �urs-Mon

• THE MAYO FAMILY WINERY •
13101 Arnold Dr Glen Ellen,

CA 95442
707-938-9401

Open Daily 1030-630

For more details contact your concierge

Connecting with
wine lovers

MAYO FAMILY WINERY RESERVE ROOM
Sonoma Valley is uniquely situated north of the San Francisco Bay Area, and has  
become a prime location not only for local vineyards and agriculture, but also for visitors  
to explore artisan wineries, craft breweries and distilleries, and exquisite dining. A road 
slightly less traveled, the Sonoma Valley exudes an accessibly different atmosphere and 
culture resplendent of a welcoming air and natural beauty, which makes it ideally suited  
for guests to relax and experience what we have to offer.
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STATELY MANORS
Some of the wineries in Sonoma can be rather grandiose. 
Some of the folks running these estates have taken 
serious advantage of the ancient manors on their 
grounds, converting former family villas into presentation 
spaces of splendor, which make quite the impression. 
Picture Spanish tile floors, lavish reception rooms lined 
with oaken balconies, high ceilings, gorgeous artwork, 
all lovingly restored to their original glory. In such 
elegant surroundings, one can feel almost regal. Add 
to that ingenious elements like live musicians or other 
entertainment events, and you may just feel like you’re 
part of some royal ball, even if you’re dressing casual. 
Sublime settings like this really will make the wine taste 
that much better.

AMENITIES GALORE
Certain wineries really go out of their way to distinguish 
themselves in how they receive guests. You would think 
that putting on a show would be enough, but no. There are 
destinations that offer you far more than a loaf of bread, 
a jug of wine and thou. Some of the more extravagant 
estates will feature some really out of control amenities. 
There are fancy swimming pool facilities where you 
can pair a splash of red with a splash in the deep end. 
Astounding galleries can exhibit everything from classic 
cars to commissioned postmodern sculpture and celebrity 
memorabilia. How would you like a refitted trolly car to be 
your designated driver so you won’t have to get behind 
the wheel after drinking your wine? Yes, it can all feel like 
you’re being dazzled and pampered just a little too much, 
but hey, you deserve it!

Let us guide you through the fascinating history 
of our Adobe home and the heritage that brought 
Sonoma to the forefront of great wine. Delight in 

a private, seated tasting of our award-winning 
pinot noirs and chardonnays and enjoy the 

unforgettable experience we strive to deliver.
For more details please contact our concierge.

We’re obsessed with
S O N O M A ,  W I N E

&  H I S T O R Y

Tel: 707 996 3328
T H R E E S T I C K S W I N E S . C O M

SANGIACOMO WINES
A visit to Sonoma County awakens the senses beyond the 
wine in your glass. With something for every discerning 
taste, a full spectrum of flavors and experiences await to 
be discovered, and each itinerary is entirely unique. Our 
region is geographically expansive, offering a broad range 
of grape varieties grown in many different conditions. For a 
true immersion into our laid-back country feel, I encourage 
visitors to look beyond the glass and consider the elements 
of how grapes are grown, the history of the people and 
the land that they farm, and the insight and influence of 
an artisan winemaker. What intrigues you the most about 
wine?  Personally, I am drawn to producers that are family-
owned and equally passionate about the quality of wine in 
the glass as well as their dedication to sustainability and 
preserving the history of this beloved grapegrowing region. 
To make the most of each day select your wine route to 

match your interests. First, begin with the types of wine you 
enjoy most - is it crisp sparkling wines or jammy zinfandels, 
bold red blends or classic chardonnay and pinot noir? With 
a favorite wine selected, your journey will begin in the region 
best suited for the grape variety; from cool coastal vineyards 
and rocky mountain terrain at the highest elevations to the 
gentle maritime breezes and warm sunshine of the valley. 
Then, add layers of complexity to your adventure and explore 
other activities like hiking, kayaking, and hot air balloon 
rides or epicurean delights such as learning to shuck fresh 
oysters at the coast or a cheesemaking class at a dairy 
farm. Sonoma County is a place to savor! Full of passionate 
ambassadors, beyond the glass of wine it's the vibrant 
people and rich history who shine a light on our region,  
and I hope you enjoy it as much as I do.

There are fancy swimming pool facilities where you  
can pair a splash of red with a splash in the deep end. 

THREE STICKS WINES
Nothing encapsulates a true Sonoma experience like an 
exploration around the quaint Sonoma plaza taking in the 
history, fine dining and of course, fine wine.  A stone’s throw 
from the plaza, you’ll find a culmination of all three in the 
landmark Vallejo-Casteñada Adobe, built in 1842, and home 
to acclaimed Three Sticks Wines. Upon stepping inside this 
hidden-in-plain-site gem, you’ll feast your eyes upon the 
stunning transformation of the home, tastefully fusing past 
and present, by renowned San Francisco interior designer, Ken 
Fulk, and complemented by the talents of landscape architect, 
Penney Magrane. A tour in Sonoma would not be complete 
without a food and wine pairing and Three Sticks at the Adobe 
offers exceptional curated and intimate experiences. Enjoy a 
private tasting through the award-winning portfolio of Three 
Sticks estate chardonnay and pinot noir and satisfy your taste 
buds with high caliber bites paired to perfection, crafted by 
Sonoma favorite, El Dorado Kitchen.

Experiences are by reservation only beginning at $50 per 
person plus tax. 

Three Sticks at the Adobe, 143 West Spain, Sonoma, CA | 
threestickswines.com



Whether you’re looking up at the ramparts overhead or 
enjoying your tasting in what’s basically a royal banquet 
hall — we literally mean a castle!
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BACK TO BASICS
If all of the bells and whistles seem more like a  
distraction than an enhancement to your wine tasting 
experience, we are happy to report that there are more simple 
selections out there for you to try. Some estates are keener 
to simply feature their fields, offering strolls through the vines 
and interactions with the folks working on them. This “back 
to the land” attitude provides perhaps a more down-to-earth 
connection with the wines you’ll be tasting. Instead of being 
mesmerized by sideshows, maybe keeping it basic will feel 
more rewarding to you. 

Some estates are adjacent to rivers or wooded areas 
where quiet communion with nature becomes the perfect 
accompaniment to savoring your precious vineyard nectars. We 
don’t blame you. Glitz can be nice, but inner peace can be even 
more rewarding. Either way, we raise our glasses to you.

TALES OF THE UNEXPECTED
Well, now that we’ve gone over all of the most common kinds 
of experiences that the vineyards of Sonoma can offer, it’s time 
to wind this tour up with some of the more extraordinary and 
“out there” choices you may want to seek out. For one thing, 
you could visit a castle. Yes, an actual castle. Maybe even 
more than one. Whether you’re looking up at the ramparts 
overhead or enjoying your tasting in what’s basically a royal 
banquet hall — we literally mean a castle! How about a gondola 
ride offering a bird’s-eye view of a vineyard? Yeah, they got 
that too! Fancy drinking wine in a museum that looks more 
like a funhouse attraction than a tasting room? Oh, you can 
do that. How about a backwoods ATV outing to pair with your 
Merlot? Still not unique enough for you? That’s OK — there are 
tastings on helicopters and more. You get the idea. There are 
even workshops where you can mix your own blends of grapes. 
And it goes on — the more creative, the better. There really is 
something for everyone when touring Sonoma wine country.

sangiacomowines.com   •   21545 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476   •   (707) 934-8445   •   @sangiacomowines
Farming in Sonoma County Since 1927

WHEN THE LAND IS IN GOOD HANDS, 
THE FUTURE IS IN GOOD HANDS.

Explore our hand-crafted, sustainably grown wine 
through an intimate appointment-only tasting at the 
Sangiacomo Home Ranch, the historic heart and soul of 
our multi-generational family business. With sweeping 
views of our breathtaking vineyards and Wine Country’s 
iconic rolling hills, our Tasting Lounge & Terrace is a 
hidden gem blending luxurious modern design with 
mindful practices and a dedication to the environment.

Located at the edge of Carneros and the gateway to 
Sonoma Valley, just two miles south of the historic 

Sonoma Plaza.
Contact your concierge

or call (707) 934-8445 or email 
hospitality@sangiacomowines.com

to reserve a private tasting
experience with us.

Join us

Toast Sonoma with every sip
of Sangiacomo Family Wines.



T H E  C O N C I E R G E  F A I R M O N T  S O N O M A  |  C A L I F O R N I A 65T H E  C O N C I E R G E  F A I R M O N T  S O N O M A  |  C A L I F O R N I A64

Peddling  
Through Sonoma
Best Places for Bike Rides

Some people simply seem to live their 
lives up on two wheels. Bicycling is 
a way of life for the most fervent of 
enthusiasts, and seeking the most 
scenic courses to cruise through is 
a constant quest. Fortunately, in this 
part of California, the countryside 
is very rewarding, indeed. There’s a 
whole bunch of great bike trails in the 
Sonoma area that will delight both 
casual riders and the most devoted 
aficionados alike. Think hilly pastures 
splashed in pastels of green, orange 
and yellow as if you were sojourning 
through a Van Gough Painting or some 

lost Tuscan countryside. Splashed with 
sun and blessed with mild weather, 
trying a few of these routes will make 
you fall in love with what you see as 
the wind whips over you.

WHEELING  
THROUGH HISTORY
In the city of Sonoma proper, there 
are plenty of historical sites to see. 
Most folks will see them on foot, 
but if you’re looking for a great bike 
path, why not whiz by them on your 
seat? The Sonoma Bike Path is seven 

miles of flat, paved, easygoing fun 
that cuts through the main part of 
town. You’ll breeze through favorite 
local attractions such as the Sonoma 
Barracks, the Mission San Francisco 
Solano and plenty of other old 
preserved structures. All along the way, 
you’ll find great choices for a quick bite 
or refreshment and, of course — a little 
wine tasting too! It’s a great way to 
spend a couple of hours getting the lay 
of the land.

Bikes are available to rent at Fairmont 
Sonoma Mission Inn - Contact our bell 
desk for more information. 

There’s a whole bunch of great bike trails in the Sonoma area that  
will delight both casual riders and the most devoted aficionados alike.
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SOMETHING TO WINE ABOUT
Lest we forget, Sonoma is in the heart of California wine 
country. There are literally dozens of venerable estates 
dotting the countryside all around the city. Planning 
routes to vineyards takes a little time to do properly, but 
can end in lovely jaunts through the postcard-perfect 
countryside and end with you licking your lips to some 
delicious vintages. Even the legendary city of Napa is 
within biking distance. Plan to bring along a picnic as 
you will find loads of pretty spots to settle down. Or just 
explore the wooded roads, which end up with a repast 
awaiting you on the other side!

LUNAR CYCLES
There’s an area close to Sonoma with a name so enigmatic 
you almost can’t help but see it for yourself. The Valley of 
the Moon is known for a lovely tangle of backroads with low 
traffic and lots of wonderful bucolic countryside to feast your 
eyes. Most of it is just as easygoing as the Sonoma Bike 
Path but expect a few spots to be a little more challenging. 
Forks in the road will take you past vineyards, farmhouses 
and equestrian zones, so don’t be surprised if you’re sharing 
some time with hoofed friends as well! Routes can take you 
through a few state parks, giving you an even greater sense 
of being away from it all among loads of trees and fairytale 
landscapes. It’s truly a picture book experience that you will 
not soon forget.

Plan to bring along a picnic as 
you will find loads of pretty 
spots to settle down.

For wine, food
and relaxation…

480 FIRST STREET EAST, SONOMA, CALIFORNIA 95476
 707.895.9462  |  WWW.ZINAWINERY.COM

Located on the Historic Sonoma Plaza, the Zina Lounge is a world class 
destination named after Steve Ledson's great-great grandfather, Zina Hyde 

Cunningham who settled in Sonoma County in 1865 to open the family 
winery. The winery specializes in producing small lots of meticulously 

handcrafted wines, Sauvignon Blanc, Chardonnay, Pinot Noir, Zinfandel 
and a few blends from Estate Vineyards in the famed Anderson Valley 

producing wines scoring in the mid 90's.

Wrap your day up at the Zina Lounge with award-winning wines from 
Zina Hyde Cunningham, Ledson, and Mountain Terraces wineries or sip 
on a cocktail.  Complement your tasting with a cheese & charcuterie plate 

while watching the sunset from the sidewalk seating.
No matter when you visit Sonoma's Wine Country, the Zina Lounge

is a year-round destination for wine, food and relaxation.

Open daily from 10:30am - 6pm, by appointment.
The last tasting flight is at 5pm.

For more details please contact your concierge
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From  
Missions  
to Merlots:  
History in 
Sonoma

For more details contact your concierge

Discover an Exquisite
& Charming Collection

of Jewellery

A handmade
piece is as

unique as the
hands that

made it

t: (707)933-0999
e: sonomasilver1999@gmail.com

sonomasilver.com

sonomasilver_1999

Californian history is iconic in the mind of 
Americans. Visions of pre-Columbian times 
evoke imagery of indigenous groups with 
ancient traditions living in harmony with  
their environment. 

The coming of the Spanish missions populates the mind with 
adobe church structures and determined preachers looking 
to spread their faith into lands they had never beheld before. 
Mexican independence from Spain brought a different 
aesthetic with less emphasis on Catholic teachings. Early 
American expansion sprouts images of Wild West towns, 
gold prospectors and homesteaders. And in the modern era, 
everything from viniculture to microprocessors dominates 
the image of the state. In this way, Sonoma is perhaps the 
quintessential representation of the Golden State, a place 
where all that history and more lives in the current moment, 
shaping what it is today.

Mexican independence from Spain 
brought a different aesthetic with less 
emphasis on Catholic teachings



T H E  C O N C I E R G E  F A I R M O N T  S O N O M A  |  C A L I F O R N I A T H E  C O N C I E R G E  F A I R M O N T  S O N O M A  |  C A L I F O R N I A70 71

Those looking to explore Sonoma’s remarkable history in 
its tangible form will be very pleased to come into contact 
with plenty of remnants. Buildings that have weathered the 
passing of time stand in testament to the forces that molded 
the area over the centuries. Original houses of worship still 
hold up a roof for the faithful to congregate. Battle sites 
of decisive conflicts long past continue to mark hallowed 
grounds where struggles were overcome, and victories 
declared. And of course, the great tradition of pioneering 
winegrowers is embodied by way of dignified estates, many 
of which are still cultivating the vines to this day. Ready to 
take a walk through the living history of Sonoma? Here are a 
few great places to begin your own journey:

MISSION: ALMOST IMPOSSIBLE
One of the very first of California’s official Historical 
Landmarks almost never came into being at all. The 
Mission San Francisco Solan was established under a set 
of complex political circumstances that were so much at 
odds with one another that it’s a miracle it was built at all. 
Geopolitics had recently shifted as Mexico had successfully 
secured independence from Spain, taking on a more secular 
government structure. But at the same time,  

a nearby Russian fort became a potential problem for the 
new nation. Flailing between affording the church too much 
power and leaving a vulnerable bit of northern territories 
unreinforced, the mission was finally given the green light to 
be erected right in Sonoma. In the early 20th century, it was 
reconstructed and remodeled to reflect its original design, 
preserved to this day to the delight of visitors.

RAISE HIGH THE FLAG
Military sites are common reminders of national histories 
the world over. The beaches of Normandy, France are 
dotted with memorials dedicated to those who made the 
decisive D-Day push during WWII. The Alamo in Texas comes 
to mind, made legendary in films depicting the Mexican-
American War. But California has an important site from 
those struggles as well. Sonoma’s own Bear Flag Monument 
commemorates the Bear Flag Revolt, when, in 1846, the 
state’s “Bear Flag” was raised in a declaration of victory by 
American forces. This pivotal event led to the United States 
winning the California territory from Mexico. The site has a 
bronze statue engraved with a remembrance of the event on 
the very spot where it all happened.

The Mission San Francisco Solan was established under a set of 
complex political circumstances that were so much at odds with 
one another that it’s a miracle it was built at all.

WHERE SOLDIERS DWELLED
One of the pivotal sites of the Bear Flag Revolt was what 
is known as the Sonoma Barracks. It was built to house 
Mexican soldiers by none other than Lieutenant Mariano 
Guadalupe Vallejo, the officer who first established 
Sonoma’s civilian government in 1844. Commanding his 
presence from this structure where his army slept, the 
American insurgency took over the barracks for several 
weeks before Vallejo regained it. Regardless of the brief 
occupation, these events helped lead to the greater 
conflict over California between the United States and 
Mexico, making the site pivotal to the fate of the state. 
This structure still stands in Sonoma as a historical site, 
after being used for other military purposes.

FINELY AGED
Before leaving a historical overview of Sonoma, it 
would be remiss not to mention something of the great 
winemaking tradition that has made the area so famous. 
Perhaps the best example of the local viniculture tradition 
comes by way of the Buena Vista Winery. Its importance 
lies in being the single oldest commercial winery in the 
state of California. This historical building has been 
standing since 1857, and while it remains privately 
owned, it is on the state’s list of official landmarks. Here 
you can see everything from the original hand-dug caves 
used for aging to the most modern viniculture techniques 
employed today.

Perhaps the best example of the 
local viniculture tradition comes by 
way of the Buena Vista Winery.



A Permanent  
Vacation

Making Napa and Sonoma 

But at a time when fewer than 
8,000 people lived in what was soon 
to become the state of California, 
the padre would’ve found it hard to 
believe that this small area — today, 
Sonoma and Napa counties — would 
someday be home to well over half a 
million people.

Why so many? In a word, paradise. 
That’s how many residents and 
tourists describe this beautiful area 
just north of San Francisco. So if 
you’re thinking of making a move, 
Napa and Sonoma should definitely 
be part of the conversation. What 
makes this such a great place to 
live? We’re glad you asked …

A PERFECT CLIMATE
It is California, after all. But unlike 
the scorching heat of SoCal, the 
climate of Napa and Sonoma is 
pretty near perfect. Its location near 
the mountains and proximity to San 
Francisco Bay and the Pacific Ocean 
means sunny days, cool nights and 
very low humidity. There is lots of 
sunshine, and daytime highs range 
from the low 80s in summer to the 

mid-50s in winter. This makes for a 
very long growing season (especially 
good for grapes), and you can get 
out and enjoy the outdoors every 
month of the year. Only 2% of the 
earth’s surface can boast this 
perfect, Mediterranean climate.

STUNNING NATURAL 
BEAUTY
Many feel that the spectacular 
landscape of Napa and Sonoma is 
one of its very best assets. Napa 
Valley is flanked by the majestic 
Mayacamas Mountains to the west 
and the sculpted Vaca Range to 
the east. On the other side of the 
Mayacamas is Sonoma, home to 
122 named mountains; Mount 
Saint Helena, at 4,341 feet, is the 
highest point in the county. Throw 
in the rivers, lakes, lots of open 
space, stunning sunrises and 
sunsets and rolling hills adorned 
with picture-perfect vineyards, and 
you have yourself a postcard-worthy 
panorama right in your  
own backyard.

When Padre José Altimira led the first recorded 
expedition into the Napa Valley in 1823, he couldn’t help 
but be impressed by the striking beauty of the landscape. 
Dramatic mountain ranges rose in both the east and west, 
and the valley itself was a rolling expanse of hills, trees, 
lakes and streams.
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What makes this such a great place 
to live? We’re glad you asked …

For more details please
contact your concierge

1-707-495-8487
winecountry-decor.com

MODERN DESIGN
meets

RUSTIC COMFORT

Create The Perfect Space



DRIPPING WITH CULTURE
You already know that Napa and Sonoma are famous for their 
wines, and the vineyards and wineries — more than 500 of them — 
that are scattered around create a very special cultural ambiance 
in the area. Good wine demands good food, and the concentration 
of fine dining establishments is nothing short of impressive. It’s 
a foodie’s paradise, with lots of gourmet food, and there are two 
3-star and five 1-star Michelin restaurants in Napa Valley. With 
so much competition, restaurants have to be good if they want 
to keep their doors open. The area also boasts some great local 
breweries.

For a night out, there are lots of options ranging from comedy 
venues to jazz and rhythm & blues clubs to outdoor concerts to 
theater. Art galleries and museums are aplenty, and the cities of 
Napa and Yountville host art walks several times per year.

CLOSE TO EVERYTHING
In Napa and Sonoma, everything you could possibly want is within 
easy reach. Mountains, snow, hiking trails, beaches, the Pacific 
Ocean, San Francisco, Oakland, Sacramento … you can even drive 
to Lake Tahoe in about three hours, and Yosemite National Park is 
around the same distance. Whether it’s big city lights or desolate 
mountain hikes, it’s all just a stone’s throw away.

SHOPPING
If you need a regular dose of retail therapy, Napa and Sonoma 
are just what the doctor ordered. From fine art to high fashion, 
you can find it in the unique shops and boutiques throughout 
the area. In Napa, check out First Street, Oxbow Public Market, 
Napa Premium Outlets and the Napa Valley Welcome Center. 
Yountville has The Marketplace, Calistoga has Lincoln Avenue, 
and St. Helena’s charming main street is flush with great 
shopping venues. In short, you’ll find all the therapy you need.

THE GREAT OUTDOORS IS …  
WELL, GREAT!
With such a diverse landscape, Napa and Sonoma are an 
outdoor lover’s dream come true. The city of Napa alone has 
nearly 50 parks. Numerous hiking trails take you into the 
mountains as far as you want to go. Biking, fishing, golfing, 
ballooning, kayaking, camping and swimming are also popular, 
and you can do many of them all year-round.

A mere 30 miles long and five miles wide, today Napa Valley 
dwells in the national consciousness, along with Sonoma, as a 
place where world-class wine is made. But these two counties 
are much more than that. Along with what’s been mentioned 
above, calm and quiet neighborhoods, a good school system, 
and the laid-back California lifestyle are other reasons why so 
many people wouldn’t want to live anywhere else.
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Your profile
can attract
unwanted
visitors.

EXECUTIVE & DIGNITARY PROTECTION
DISCRETE ESTATE & PERSONNEL SECURITY

PPO #120552
PI #189012www.dynasecprotection.com

Call DynaSec Protection
for a free consultation

(707) 917-5148
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Oh, what lovely visions brides and grooms conjure up as 
they plan the Big Day. Dream weddings occupy the minds 
of many a couple, with every preparation made to create 
an unforgettable experience for themselves and their loved 
ones present to witness the taking of the vows. Central to 
those plans are choosing the perfect place for the blessed 
event to take place. It must be beautiful, it must be magical, 
it must be memorable. And so it comes as no surprise 
that California’s wine country in Napa and Sonoma is a 
popular destination to seal matrimonial deals. After all, it’s 
a gorgeous area with some incredible properties that afford 
the perfect settings. Let’s take a look at what some of these 
weddings here might look like.

Spr
ing

For everyOccasion 
sonomaspringflowers.com

(707) 933-8562
711 Broadway, Sonoma, CA 95476-7010

oVp

Flowers & GiftsRUSTIC REPAST
For some couples, the bucolic charms of farmhouse surroundings elicit 
feelings of a future full of potential. Getting married in such a setting can 
literally seem like they are sowing the seeds of a loving life lived together. 
Barnhouse ceremonies are huge in California wine country, whether held 
inside the beautifully decorated spaces or just outside in full view of 
growing grapevines and flocks of livestock. Life-affirming and lush, these 
types of parties can be arranged at a number of estates around the region. 
Far from being a “hayseed” experience, expect to find sumptuous banquets 
to be set and sublime adornments to decorate the scene.

Vineyard Vows
Getting Married in California  
Wine Country
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ELEGANCE EMBODIED
Many of the winemaking estates in the Sonoma and Napa areas 
feature incredible architecture harkening back decades or even 
over a century. Often, these renovated remnants resemble 
the very best of European design, whether they are styled as 
Italian villas or as Spanish missions. Within, one will find lavish 
interiors of hardwood, regal décor, stunning artwork and formal 
furnishings worthy of royalty. For couples looking for one of those 
storybook weddings with the happy ending, these can be truly 
magical settings. Expect such settings to include everything from 
stunning dishware and crystal wine glasses to formal service from 
a professional staff. Truly, these scenarios will be as memorable 
as any prince and princess’ ceremony!

BACK TO NATURE
The great outdoors beckons for just about everyone in the 
Napa and Sonoma area, and happy couples tying the knot are 
no exception. The landscape here is just heavenly, the perfect 
backdrop for sealing a perfect union. Wedding venues take 
advantage of all that natural beauty and provide incredible 
spaces under pleasant skies alongside fields of yellow, green 
and orange hues that feel like they belong in a master’s painting. 
Estates can feature everything from sprawling wildflowers to 
mighty oaks looming overhead. Imagine exchanging vows beside 
an elegant teahouse as birds frolic nearby adding their songs. 
Riverside ceremonies lend soothing running waters to clear the 
spirit. And, of course, one could really make it a California wine 
county wedding by saying “I do” right in the vineyards! Whatever 
your choice, getting married here won’t just be about the day — 
it’ll truly be remembered forever.
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